
FOX   TOWNSHIP 
 

ON-LOT SEWAGE GUIDE FOR 
MINOR SUBDIVISIONS 

 
 
In addition to the Elk County Subdivision Ordinance, the Pennsylvania Dept. Of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) will require that a Sewage Facilities Planning Module be completed.          
 
     This Planning Module will require:    1)   Soils testing (perc. tests) 

2)   A plot plan (survey) prepared by a registered surveyor. 
3)   If the subdivision will be served by city water, a letter from      
       the water company stating that it will serve the development. 
4) Approval from the County Planning Commission and the     
       Fox Township Supervisors. 

 
The D.E.P. will charge a fee of $35.00 per lot (remaining acreage is counted as a lot) to review most 
Planning Modules.  Fox Township will charge $150.00 per lot for soils testing, unless the subdivision is 
for a single lot. 
 
Persons who are considering subdividing property within Fox Township must have each proposed lot 
tested to determine if the soils in the new development will permit the usage of on-lot sewage systems.    
 
Step 1:  The developer should prepare a brief sketch of their subdivision plans.   
              When putting your ideas together please refer to Figure #1.  [When areas of  
              the subdivision are found to have unsuitable soils or site conditions, lot lines         
              may need to be changed to eliminate these unsuitable areas.  For this reason,  
              it is recommended that the developer have all of the proposed lots tested for  
              on-lot sewage before having the plot plan (survey) done.]   
               
             
Step 2:   The developer then contacts the Sewage Enforcement Officer (SEO) to do the  
               necessary soils testing.  The first step of this process is the examination of  
               a deep soil probe pit on each lot.  You will need to have a backhoe on site  
               to dig these pits.  This part of the test can usually be done at any time of the  
               year.   It is best to dig these pits when the SEO can be present so that  
               several areas of the proposed lots can be tested at the same time.  Many lots have  
               areas that are unacceptable and this saves both time and expense. 
               Please note:  Before any excavation can take place the developer must place  
               a call to the Pa. One Call System, Inc. at least TEN days prior to testing.         
               The phone number is 1-800-242-1776.  This system will locate any  
               underground utilities in the area.  When this call is made a verification  
               number is given to you.  This number may be required before any lot will be  
               looked at. 
 
               As part of the site investigation, the SEO will determine if the proposed location of the system 
will meet isolation distances requirements.  The system is required to be certain distances away (isolated) 
from natural and man-made features.  This is done to assure long term operation of the system and to 
prevent ground or surface water pollution.  To attain a suitable location, the SEO may need to locate the 
system on a specific part of your lot.  These isolation distances are shown in Figure 1.  Once the SEO has 
determined that slope restrictions and isolation distances can be met, soils testing may begin. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Step 3:    When a suitable area is found at each lot, a percolation test will be done at  
                each site.  Perc testing can only be done when the air temperature is above  
               40 F. To do the perc test the developer must dig six holes at each site at a  
               pre-determined depth that is based on the pits dug earlier (usually 20  
               inches).  These holes must be 6 to 10 inches in diameter and be 15 to 20  
               feet from each other.  Please refer to the diagram below: 
 



 
 
               A minimum of 50 gallons of water and about 20 pounds of fine gravel or sand  
               must be provided by the developer at each site a perc test is to be done. 
               Failure to have the necessary materials at the site may result in delays and  
               additional expense to the developer 
 
After soils� testing is completed, the developer should contact a registered surveyor to do the required 
Plot Plan.  Also, at this time the local utility companies should be contacted to determine if any utility 
construction would be necessary to serve the development. 
 
The developer and their surveyor should contact the township and county municipal offices in 
order to comply with any additional Subdivision, Stormwater or Zoning Ordinances. 
 
After the SEO has completed the soils testing you will be notified by letter of the results. 
 
If a question arises, please contact the Fox Township Sewage Enforcement Officer @ (814) 781-3663 
prior to doing anything in order to facilitate prompt handling on your subdividing planning. 

 
 

The Fox Township 
Enforcement Officer is: 

 
Russ Braun 

426 W. Theresia Rd. 
St. Marys, PA  15857 

Telephone (814) 781-3663               
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